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The Making of Modern Law: Legal Treatises, 1800-1926 

The Making of Modern Law: Legal Treatises, 1800-1926 represents 
a revolution in historical law research, opening up a wealth of hidden 
or previously inaccessible sources to scholars and students alike. 
This unique digital collection covers the watershed period of legal 
development during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Unprecedented 
in its depth and scope, The Making of Modern Law is the world’s most 
comprehensive full-text collection of Anglo-American legal treatises of 
the period. No other resource contains the wealth of legal scholarship 
for this era than The Making  
of Modern Law. 

Derived from two essential reference collections for historical and more 
contemporary legal studies - the Nineteenth Century Legal Treatises 
and Twentieth Century Legal Treatises microfilm collections, published 
by Gale imprint, Primary Source Microfilm – The Making of Modern 
Law provides researchers with a logical, interdisciplinary approach to 
the study of legal history. The collection is a key component to legal 
research in academic institutions and allows a vast segment of the 
literature of law to be quickly searched via keyword access by faculty 
members and students – anywhere, anytime!

Legal Treatises
A legal treatise is a monograph or other writing about the law, rather 
than a transcript of statutes or cases. There is an extensive body of 
literature of legal treatises from U.S. and British jurisdictions, and the 
older law libraries have incomplete collections of them. Furthermore, 
many law schools were established after World 
War II and, consequently, even if these new 
schools wished to obtain copies of classic 
treatises, they were simply unavailable. As 
a result, newer law libraries were weak in 
historical material. In the 1970s, interest in U.S. 
and British legal history increased significantly. 
Law schools realized this demand and added 
courses devoted to legal history, but libraries 
lacked many of the sources necessary to support 
legal-history instruction and scholarship. The 
Making of Modern Law: Legal Treatises, 
1800-1926 now makes it possible to support 
this research by organizing important works 
from the period in one comprehensive 
collection. Works include casebooks, local 

 
	  
	

 Approximately 10 million pages 
 More than 21,800 titles
 More than 25,000 volumes
 Covers almost every aspect  

	 of American and British law
 Works include casebooks, local 

	 practice manuals, form books, 
	 works for lay readers, pamphlets, 
	 letters and speeches
 Encompasses a range of 

	 analytical, theoretical and 
	 practical literature for research 
	 in United States and British  
	 legal history
 Traces the evolution of historical 

	 and contemporary legal study in 
	 the U.S. and Britain during 
	 periods of monumental change 

FEATURES:                                                                                           



FREE TRIAL — For more information or to request a free trial of this unique collection,  
please contact your Gale Sales Representative or visit www.gale.com/GDCTrial. 
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AUTHORS:                                                                                            
The Making of Modern Law: Legal Treatises, 1800-
1926 supports and complements the traditional study 
of law by featuring literature from the most influential 
writers and key legal thinkers of the time. 
English authors include:
	 Edward Coke
	 William Blackstone
	 Jeremy Bentham
	 John Stuart Mill
	 James Fitzjames Stephen
	 F.W. Maitland

American authors include:
	 James Kent
	 Joseph Story
	 Salmon P.Chase
	 Oliver Wendall Holmes
	 Roscoe Pound
	 Benjamin Cardozo

The Making of Modern Law, Legal Treatises: 1800-1926 is an essential research tool for scholars  
and researchers of domestic and international law, legal history, business and economics,  

politics and government, national defence, criminology, religion, education, labor and  
social welfare, and military justice.

SEARCH FUNCTIONALITY:                                                                                      
Not only does The Making of Modern Law 
enable researchers to search never-before-available 
materials, but its keyword search capabilities 
make research far more convenient and generates 
comprehensive full-text results faster than any other 
resource of its kind. Content is categorized into 99 
separate areas, allowing students and scholars to 
focus their search on the following:
	 Specific keywords or phrases 
	 Full-text
	 Author
	 Title
	 Date
	 Subject
	 Source library 

From the results list, the user then has the ability to 
link directly to more detailed records. The Making 
of Modern Law also includes advanced page 
navigation options – allowing users to search by 
entering a page number, a printed page number or 
by using a list on the side of the screen to navigate 
between pages with matches for the search term. 
With the full-text search capabilities on the facsimile 
pages, researchers can conduct precise searches and 
comparative research in every area of law.

Subject areas found in The Making of Modern Law 
include – but are not limited to – the following:

	 Bankruptcy
	 Business Associations 
	 Business Law 
	 Commercial Law 
	 Constitutional Law 
	 Criminal Law 
	 Economic Policy, Public Finance, Taxation
	 Family Law 
	 General Studies 
	 Intellectual Law 
	 Labor and Social Welfare 
	 Legal Education 
	 Procedural Law 
	 Real Property 
	 Succession, Trusts & Estates 
	 Taxation and Public Finance 

TOPICS COVERED:                                                                                            
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