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Yesterday’s Secrets – Today’s 
Easy Research

Government documents constitute a sig-
nificant resource for researchers in almost 
every discipline. Limitations on the access 
to this information, severely restricts our 
understanding of the development of 
domestic and foreign policies. Now, Gale™ 
makes it possible for researchers to easily 
and quickly access and review selected pre-
viously classified government documents 
online through the Declassified Documents 
Reference System (DDRS). DDRS fills an 
important gap in post-World War II domes-
tic and foreign policy studies and provides 
unique opportunities for undergraduate 
and graduate comprehensive research in a 
rich primary source. In addition, DDRS pro-
vides basic research for journalism, public 
policy studies, international law and secu-
rity, and other disciplines.

Research People, Places  
and Events

As a multi-disciplinary, comprehensive source, 
DDRS’ greatest value lies in the wealth of 
facts and insights that it provides in con-
nection with the political, economic, and 
social conditions of the domestic U.S. and 
foreign countries. From many perspectives 
DDRS illuminates such events and develop-
ments as the recognition of the economic 
and strategic importance of the Middle 
East, the development of the Cold War 
and Soviet expansionism, the problem of 
refugees and displaced persons, the various 
faces and responses to the end of colonial-
ism in Africa, the economic and social strat-
ification of Latin America, the “miracle” of 
Western Europe following the devastation 
and economic collapse of the immediate 
postwar period, and the application of the 
“domino theory” in Asia. 

DDRS is not just for international affairs 
and foreign policy research. There are sig-
nificant materials highlighting the politi-
cal, social, and economic development and 
forces in post-World War II America. There 
are documents on the “Communist Scare” 
of the 1950s; the rise of Black militancy and 
violence in the 1960s and the white back-
lash; political and social unrest, particularly 
the Civil Rights and Anti-War movements; 
political scandals and abuse of power; the 
rise of both global and home-grown terror-
ism; and development of NAFTA and world 
trade.

This single source enables users to quickly locate key information like this 
top-secret Vietnam-era document from the State Department

“…an important refer-
ence tool that contains 
an extensive amount of 
original documents. It 
is recommended for all 
academic libraries…”

 — �Reference Reviews  
(May 2001)
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Free Trial
Declassified Documents 

Reference System 
is available  

for a free trial.  
Please contact your  
Gale Representative. 

In the U.S. and Canada: 
1-800-877-GALE or 
visit www.gale.com

Outside the U.S. and 
Canada: Visit  

www.gale.com/world  
for a list of Distributors 

and Sales Offices.

100,000 Original Documents; 
More than 600,000 Pages
DDRS provides users with:

n �Actual documents that were used to 
develop and implement domestic and for-
eign policies; 

n Provides the “real” story behind events 
and crises; 

n Encourages critical reevaluation of 
previously published memoirs and other 
subjective writings.

DDRS enables users to examine documents 
originating from the White House and a 
variety of U.S. government agencies:

n Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

n Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

n Defense Department

n Justice Department

n National Security Council

n State Department

n �Commerce Department and International 
Trade Administration

Materials available for research include: 

n �National Security Council policy state-
ments and memoranda and meeting 
materials

n �CIA intelligence memoranda and studies 

n �Presidential and cabinet correspondence   

n �White House Confidential File materials

n Trade treaties, studies and analyses  

n �Cabinet meeting materials and corre-
spondence

n Presidential conferences and visits

n �FBI surveillance and intelligence corre-
spondence and memoranda	

n Joint Chiefs of Staff papers

n �U.S. government analyses and studies on 
international socioeconomic issues  

n �U.S. briefing materials for meetings with 
foreign heads of state and government 
officials

n ��FBI documents on American political per-
sonalities, events, and crises

n �Full texts of letters, instructions, and 
cables sent and received by U.S. diplo-
matic personnel

Efficient access
The full text of every document has been 
keyed, allowing specific word, phrase, 
name or date searches. Special search fields 
provide more targeted document retriev-
al options. Easily accessible digital fac-
similes can be downloaded and printed as 
required.

Convenient features
Researchers who require access to rare and 
valuable data will appreciate these conve-
nient product features:

 �Clear citation/results lists are promptly 
delivered without limitations on keyword 
and full-text search results

 �Citation lists may be sorted by relevancy 
or date issued

 �Documents may be viewed and printed in 
PDF format

 �Hit term highlighting of search term in a 
full-text search

 �Easy navigation within a document to 
those pages with a match for the search 
term

 �The image may be scaled on the screen to 
make it easier to view

 �View both the digital image of the docu-
ment or the keyed e-text

 �Forward and backward page navigation 
incorporated for multiple page docu-
ments and overall navigation is intuitive 
and easy to understand

 �Monthly usage statistics available via 
automatic e-mail notification to single or 
multiple e-mail addresses
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Records such as this letter from Richard Nixon to J. Edgar Hoover 
— referencing a Detroit News article linking them to the JFK as-
sasination — provide researchers with important information not 
previously available


