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History of World Trade since 1450
Explore the evolution of global commerce



         Global trade has had an enormous impact on the 

modern world. Understanding the history of commerce 

and how trade has shaped and continues to shape history 

is a crucial component of a range of disciplines and study 

– from economics, sociology, geography and population 

studies to political science, world history and multicul-

tural studies. Macmillan Reference USA™, an imprint  

of Gale, part of Cengage Learning, is pleased to introduce 

History of World Trade since 1450, a detailed new refer-

ence that explores world trade in non-technical language 

for students, professionals and lay readers. 

An understanding of the history and development of world 

trade is essential to comprehending the evolution of global 

relations. History of World Trade explores the Age of 

Discovery, the Industrial Revolution, the rise of capitalism, 

and the effects of imperialism on the global economy, 

defining and explaining terminology and profiling the 

major players (individuals and businesses), geographical 

regions and commodities that shaped world commerce 

since the 15th century. Extensively cross-referenced entries 

range from 200 to 3,000 words and feature bibliographies 

for further reading sources, including recent books, classic 

references, journal articles and board-approved Web sites. 

History of World Trade since 1450 was compiled by a 

team of more than 300 international authorities guided by 

John J. McCusker, Ewing Halsell Distinguished Professor 

of American History and professor of economics at 

Trinity University, San Antonio. 

Articles in the History of World Trade since 1450 cover 

the entire range of topics related to world commerce, from 

business families, cities, commodities, concepts and ideas 

to empires, infrastructure, ports and cities, labor, business 

organizations and shipping. Articles on commodities such 

as petroleum, uranium and diamonds illustrate the  

contemporary global economy. Other entries, e.g., sugar, 

cotton and tobacco, illuminate both the present and the 

past by demonstrating how commerce altered regional 

economics and cultures. Historical overviews discuss  

economic eras, such as the age of the British Empire, 

which radically altered six continents with the establish-

ment of colonies in the Americas and Asia. Additional  

features include a glossary of terms, an appendix of 

primary sources and historical documents, charts and 

sidebars highlighting important themes and ideas, and a 

comprehensive index.

A one-stop interdisciplinary  
resource on world trade
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Sample entries in History of World Trade since 1450:

Biographies
Agnelli Family
Bonaparte, Napoleon
Churchill, Winston
de Rhodes, Alexandre
Eastman, George
Ford, Henry
Gates, Bill
Onassis, Aristotle

Businesses
Anglo American Corporation
Bunge and Born
DeBeers
eBay
Hyundai
Lloyd’s of London
Sony
Unilever

Commodities
Coal
Coffee
Fur
Iron and Steel
Petroleum
Rubber
Sugar, Molassses, and Rum
Timber
Tobacco
Wool

Countries, Cities and Ports
Amsterdam
Canada
Iran/Persia
New York
Persian Gulf
Portugal
Shanghai
Sydney
Vietnam
Zimbabwe

Economic Concepts
Balance of Payments
Capitalism
Depression and Recoveries
Flows and Factors of 

Production
Pro and Con of Globalization
Joint-Stock Company
Monopoly and Oligopoly
Rates of Exchange
Subsidies
Transaction Costs

Empires
Board of Trade, British
East India Company, British
Elizabeth I
Slavery and the African Slave 

Trade
War, Government Contracting
Zheng Family

Industries
Agriculture
Arms, Armaments
Banking
Books
Contracting War
Finance, Credit and Money 

Lending
Hardware
Pharmaceuticals
Retailing
Ships and Shipping
Spices and the Spice Trade
Wine

Features:

• �More than 425 A-Z articles written by experts in the field

• �Contemporary and historical entries cover world trade from 1450 through today

• �Biographies of the major players in world trade

• �Detailed bibliographies of sources for further research accompany each entry

• �An appendix of primary source and historical documents

• �200 black-and-white illustrations, maps and photographs
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