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American Indian Gorrespondence:
Preshyterian Historical Society Gollection
of Missionaries’ Letters, 1833-1893

A unique view of Native American culture provides new

perspective for scholars

Date Range: 1833-1893
Content: 40,238 pages

Source Library: Library of the Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia
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Archives Unbound presents topically-focused digital
callections of historical documents that support the
research and study needs of schalars and students
at the college and university level. Collections in
Archives Unbound cover a broad range of topics
fram the Middie Ages forward-from “Witchcraft to
World War I to twentieth-century political history
Collections are chosen for Archives Unbound based
an requests fram schaolars, archivists, and students.
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The 19th century - the “Great Century” of Protestant missions — saw the Gospel sent
to more people than ever before. The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America was key in this expansion, bringing
Christianity to peoples on four continents and, for the first 56 years of its existence,

to the Native Americans of the United States.

The members of the board served a variety of tribes. Their letters, ranging from
single fragments to 20-page reports, describe native peoples and cultures, tribal
factionalism, relations with the U.S. government and the many problems and
achievements of the work. The letters often become personal and even anguished,

as the writers disclose their fears and hopes.

American Indian Correspondence: Presbyterian Historical Society Collection of
Missionaries’ Letters, 1833-1893 includes discussion of aboriginal and post-contact
Native American culture, which supports anthropological studies. Even through a
lens of ethnocentrism, the missionaries’ documents provide a wealth of data on tribal
ways and personalities — ideal for students of native cultures and American studies.

The collection supports other disciplines as well. The relationship between the
missionaries and the U.S. government prompts investigation for legal researchers,
particularly in study that pertains to the separation of church and state. Students of
education will find reports on native students and detailed descriptions of mission
school curricula and syllabi. And viewpoints regarding the roles of tribal women help

facilitate women’s history and gender studies.

Free trial

Try this and other Archives Unbound collections free.

Visit www.gale.com/ArchivesUnbound or contact
your Gale Representative at 1-800-877-GALE.
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American Indian
Correspondence:
Preshyterian Historical
Society Gollection of
Missionaries’ Letters,
1833-1893

Primary-source coverage of Native American tribes
- including Apache, Blackfeet, Chickasaw, Choctaw,
Creek, Navajo, Nez Pierce, Seminole, Sioux and
many more - provide a foundation for in-depth
scholarship in history, education, culture and more.

Research topics include:
« Educational methods

» Native American customs
Board of Indian Commissioners activities

Treaties with the federal government

Tribal members’ reaction to denying
their heritage

“Civilizing” mission

Religious practices
« Mission schools

Assimilation policies
Health and social conditions

Presbytery of the Indian Territory

Correspondents include:
« C. Delano

« G. L. Diffenbaugh
« W. Medill

« Peter Dougherty
» George Ainslie
 James S. Allen

« Charles W. Baird
« Hannah Green

« H.I. Cowley

* W.F. M. Arny

« Andrew Porter

* James R. Ramsay
« W. S. Robertson

Gale Digital Collections

Where history lives online
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